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dispensable to deepen cooperation with the EU and the other major powers turning the Chi—
na—US relations back to a normal track and urging the US to make active adjustments to its
China policy. The trilateral relationship between China the US and the EU will be truly
transformed into a typical triangular relationship which will be a significant safeguard for

the democratization of international relations.

A Comparison and Evaluation of Political Transformation in the Central and
Eastern European Countries: The Case of the Democratization in Croatia

XU Gang

In the process of political development in the Central and Eastern European countries
( CEECs) joining and converging towards the EU are the two coordinates for evaluating
democratization. The common attributes of being both a post—conflict country and a new EU
member state have made Croatia an excellent case and reference for examining the democra—
tization process in and the differences among the Western Balkans and the EU countries in
CEE. From the ratings of various democracy index and the national governance indicators in
the past 30 years especially the index of state capture it can be seen that the positive
effect of the EU membership on the democratization of Croatia is very prominent. However
the interaction of factors such as a lack of conditional constraints after accession depend—
ency on the domestic political culture and the state capture ability of the ruling group make
the deepening of democratic consolidation in Croatia full of repetitions twists and even re—
gressions to some extent. It is difficult to tell whether the phenomenon that took place in
CEE has triggered a resurgence of democracy in Europe but it undoubtedly provides an ex—
cellent perspective for investigating the trend of European integration especially the EU’ s

political integration capacity.

Resonance of the Empire in the Second Wave of Modernization: A Case Study
and QCA of the Institutional Change in Europe in 1848

YE Chengcheng

The institutional change in Europe in 1848 was one of the most significant events in the

" Century. Social changes were taking place

process of European modernization in the 19
rapidly in most European countries but most of them ended up yielding rather limited ad-
vances. With the combination of class analysis and modernization theory and with the help

of qualitative comparative analysis ( QCA) and process tracing this paper finds out that



