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New Trends in the Great Power Game in Central and Eastern Europe:
Challenges and Opportunities for China-CEEC Cooperation

WANG Hongyi

ABSTRACT: The United States, Germany (EU), and Russia have long had
extensive and far-reaching interests in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) in
terms of geo-security, energy, and values. Interactions among the three powers
feature the following three characteristics: the U.S.-Russian game dominates the
security situation in CEE; the U.S.-Germany (EU) unites to control Russia but
with limited consensus; and the U.S.-Germany (EU) is wary of China’s economic
involvement in CEE but has difficulties in forming a joint force. Along with the
continued Sino-American rivalry, the widening differences in values between the
U.S.-German (EU) and CEE countries represented by Poland-Hungary, and the
escalation of the U.S.-German (EU) geopolitical offensive against Russia, the
power configuration among the major powers in CEE has undergone new
changes, namely, the Biden administration’s continued strategic containment of
China, the decreasing control of Germany (EU) over CEE countries, and
responding to the Western threat by turning “defensive” into “offensive” from
Russian. In addition, the new German government and the new European
Commission are giving more prominence to the values in their policies toward
China, which will lead to an increase in the overall geopolitical pressure on
China-CEEC cooperation. The weakening of German (EU) control in CEE and
the deterioration of U.S.-European relations with Poland and Hungary, also bring
potential opportunities for the continued promotion of China-CEEC cooperation.
KEYWORDS: U.S.-Russia relations, transatlantic relations, China-CEEC

cooperation, Ukraine crisis
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