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ABSTRACT

On the Cooperation and Competition between China and the EU from the Perspective of
Practical Geopolitics——Taking the Western Balkans as an Example

Both China and the EU have great influence on the international community. China and the
EU are far away from each other, and there is not fundamental conflict of interest between one
another. The countries in the Western Balkans which is a region with the prospect of joining the
EU, are cooperation partners of both China and the EU, which provides a unique sample for the
study of China-EU relations. Practical geopolitical theory, as a branch of critical geopolitics,
focuses on the construction of geopolitical imaginations by states or policymakers. This theory
focuses on non-traditional geopolitical fields such as economy and culture, emphasizes textual
analysis, and pays attention to the activities of non-state actors. The theory is suitable for
analyzing the cooperation and competition between China and the EU in the Western Balkans.

On the basis of the existing research results, combined with the actual situation, this present
dissertation proposes three research questions: First, to what extent do China and the EU have
cooperative relationship in the Western Balkans? Second, to what extent does China compete with
the EU in the Western Balkans? Third, to what extent is the EU's investment in the Western
Balkans higher than China's investment in the Western Balkans? Through these three Research
Questions, this present dissertation aims to explore whether the two sides cooperate more than
competition or more competition than cooperation in the Western Balkans; what factors play a
significant role in China-EU relations in the region; what is the prospect of future cooperation and
competition between China and the EU in this region and other in-depth issues.

After analysis, this present dissertation draws the following conclusions: First, there is a lot
of space for cooperation between China and the EU on the Western Balkans policy at the factual
level. Secondly, the competition between the two sides in the above-mentioned region mainly
comes from the subjective judgment of the EU, that is, the EU unilaterally determines and
emphasizes that China constitutes competition in the region. Finally, the total amount of resources
China has invested in the Western Balkans is in fact smaller than that of the EU in the region. To

sum up, this present dissertation argues that, in the context of China-EU relations, the EU’s
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increasing skepticism towards China is the underlying cause for the EU to highlight its
competitive relationship with China in the Western Balkans. The "overlapping" of China and EU’s
policy tools in the Western Balkans is the direct cause for the EU’s prominent competitive
relationship with China in the Western Balkans.

The cooperation and competition between China and the EU in the Western Balkans is the
epitome of China-EU relations in recent years. On the whole, the cooperation between China and
the EU in the Western Balkans is greater than the competition. In response to the EU's suspicion,
the Chinese side could attempt to shape the EU’s perception of China and highlight the prospects
for cooperation between China and the EU in specific fields, so as to guide the EU to view the
competition between the two sides objectively. In addition, the intervention of other extraterritorial

forces is also worthy of vigilance.

Key Words: China; European Union; China-EU Relations; Western Balkans; Practical

Geopolitics
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en.
Y k.
' European Commission - European Commission. {Stability and Growth Pact) . Text. WL 2022 4£ 2 f 20 H.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eu-economic-governanc
e-monitoring-prevention-correction/stability-and-growth-pact en.
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S f5ii 55 b B A S AT e P ARG, T ELRK B P AR K R 45 Skl S H R LR e, A 4578
B 7R 3 X ] 00 T R — M A AT A R 5 IS PR

=, Y& Z A=BK & 3t 42 (Stabilisation and Association Process, SAP)
AR EGBLIES

R B 7 2L R X 5% (BRI 0% R AE R AT R BERE (SAP) [UAEZE T HEATY. H 2000
SRR RIBERG AT 2 DR AR 2003 4, TEZEPERBIIE LY A, BRIAR T SUH
B, FEEHSRVY 1 7E R X A ARSRAERR R, 78 R T B e — AN R . ERIHIX,
FEEA RN R, S PO SR T I E 1999 4 ES Bh 0 FR R (SAP) .

FaE MR RHERE (SAP) Je R0 0 /R FF By B, @I B =4 —RIEE
7 EURTHUX [ R M BUA R 3, SO e TR m i e ueid iy, R XIS A I =R
P8 B 2R 2 B [ SR A 2 A WO A B e G LR T 1 X [ 2R 2 5 R A R A — Bt 1
kiR, DIRE ZX T — AN A B A S XY, SAP € 1 L FREGA MZ 5 H R,
B B A& H bR 0 SE B AR A 7 2Q000 2 56 T 25 1 [ B (1 SEBR TG B0 T A 5E o 123k R 2 2005 AN T
MW Z, KR (Contractual relationships) « $4 % 7<% (Trade relations) . W E(3% B
(Financial assistance) . X34 1F (Regional co-operation) ©. i%i3EFEAE ARAIF PE IR T (X
R (T HR AN T (20 P B /R b IX [ 5 3 R AR WA AR AR o, 5% 097 KRB X b X BB
25t TR ). AT AWHEIEA REGIF R BRI R, B MEEH X
RT3 X 5K (N B R AT VAl

BRSO [RIRE D KR 5 70 B 7R M X[ 5K B SR B AL B HESR . 2018 4 2 F, 7EBRE
2 G RATI P R T N AT SR AT, IS5 RKEEER R ) (A credible enlargement perspective
for an enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans®) B SC/E LS 5 2017 4 BA% & SC

TF4, WIRARIE T WK SR GN PG LR T3 X AR N W A (R, IR 115 1 P EER T

¥ European Commission. {Steps towards Joining) /LT 2022 4£ 1 H 30 H.
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/enlargement-policy/steps-towards-joining_en.
® Eu-Western Balkans Summit Thessaloniki, 21 June 2003Declaration, 10229/03 (Presse 163), Thessaloniki, 21
June 2003
® European Commission. {Steps towards Joining) . W. T 2022 4£ 1 5 30 H.
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/enlargement-policy/steps-towards-joining_en.
{Stabilisation and Association Process) . JWLF 2022 4 1 A 29 H.
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/enlargement-policy/glossary/stabilisation-and-association-process
en.
Y i
© European Commission, A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western
Balkans, COM(2018) 65 final, Strasbourg, 6.2.2018
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it %) (Action Plan in Support of the Transformation of the Western Balkans) , PL/SIi# K
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2020 4, BREIRZR T X —AP K0 (P8 IR T AT A5 (N B AT SR N5 kR B85 76 TR
T-HI Bt &) © (Enhancing the accession process - A credible EU perspective for the Western
Balkans) o fESCHFHT, WRBEGRIA 1 P8 EL 2R3 X S0 N Bk BT S i mT A5 1, BA R Ik B X)
TG E R b X ] 5 d 28 e A R B — 3 o (R SRR o 7E B R Bt B, K B SR A X 7 ER T
X E K M2E . REN. QU SO ISR E M, (RUE T RCE T 76 R X R B
SRR 2Rl o SCARIE D 78 B R -4 X T 5% P ) S B0 1 SE O A B A ofe, SR K R
FLAT 578 EUR T3 X AT )2 A Rl ) BRSO Sk B R 3 F 4 & 2018
SEA RS R TR S 1 EL A R TR A

IRk S5 7 E AR T X SRS HE 4 1 F R {1 DX 2 ST A P A8« IR L0 7 2R

YR, #5170,

® European Commission, A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western
Balkans, COM(2018) 65 final, Strasbourg, 6.2.2018, p.17

® Iaj:ijio

Y LS

? Erwan Fouéré,“The EU’s re-engagement with the Western Balkans: A new chapter long overdue.” CEPS Policy
Brief, No 2019/01, 10 January 2019.

O AL, 1T

? European Commission, Enhancing the accession process - A credible EU perspective for the Western Balkans,
COM(2020) 57 final, Brussels, 5.2.2020.

Y AL, #1207,
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IR X PG LR T X AR E . ABURISETT TR T 2 R 2K . WA G N R
FIBAER RS Z B TS 198 /R T X E 5 5 b, AGEE R AR “ 38 20”7 78
B 7R X R X A e e, 3 Je et R B [ A2 5 s L R i 7 LK T 3t X X A
I3 0] o AEIRIATT T, T 7 7R X TR SR R 1 WEE B Koid B S 4
7 R R 2k TR AR B R B A O G R T X SR N B SRS (AT SR 26 AR o PHEEUR
T IXFE 5K DU B [ SRR b, ST R T ) 5 B — AP AT AT W R A 1 P9
B, DASRASEE— 2 N BB KO 2ok BB IR . FEARF R B 7, AR Fik
H A E BB AZ O B — &R 23, 08T (ERMHERE 2620 ) A (MR B IS 4T 26 40) 2 |,
fE CBRPNEEAR S e ) B AL XL LA SCAAR Gt R 1 7 B 7R 34 X 5
B OrMEUEA T AR

® Brdo Declaration, 6 October 2021, The EU-Western Balkans summit, Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia, 6 October
2021.
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P A A A2 S B BR S /R 2014 4R R E AT AR BERE (Berlin Process) /2 78 [ /K 1 [X H %2
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FIAREERE H AT L2800 7 7 I 2, 0 MAMRIE Sy (2014 45 | dEtgNIES: (2015
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g2 (2019 ) MRAEW/rkRRE Higs (FE4) (2021 ) o HMHFENESE FiL2870 1 100
LYHBEENEEEW . KA FERTHIX ERAMX . B AR E . R,
bremplt, 5508 T REAE R RGNS FEAL. S AHE%Y, ik
BT — 52 I SR 1 1 B /R - DX Ay 0 1 o — 2 R i DA B 12zt DX RN ) A8 I 5 A A
R T R R AEAZ I X 520 ) o

BART- G AU BOA T H R R ISR 255 2 7 et E M . 202045 H, K-
IR S AE R S A LI B TF, SUGRN T (FE#IfE ) - 2020 46 11 H, {EM
MHFRHELE T BT TR IEW 2, SR LRI ES) M (GO ES ) MIUEE .

DR 0 7 B /R 4 X 1R R B S — P A A TR Se BB AR & 2 B, A RO R T e R
b X[ KA 22 57 K e, [ B H 78 B 2R 1 X 5% (0 8 35 R a1 B 5 ok — 20 5 W AR 8 /E —
o AR S HUE, 2018 4FRK B o ELRISIE 5 5 AR 1 73%, HUORHE & 5%, R
Wiy 4.8%". M 2000 4ELLK, BRI 5 CL 4 0 7 EUR T4 X E R OT, 2016 £ H 40
K E] 117.4 AZRKTT, 10 MK BE [ 3 DV A50U00E 21 259.2 4Rk TG, 1M >R H BR 3 £l ) 2 76 B R
T X B K45, 2018 4R EUAIA I T 72.5% . 3R 1 (IEURE 58— B E 407y i
RR 5 76 E R T4 X B 5 B A K. i 2 DMASIIR R 578 R T HLIX IR R 2 %

© OECD, Western Balkan Summit 2021 of the Berlin Process, W, 72022 4E 1 H 29 H, Mk:
https://www.oecd.org/-east-europe/programme/western-balkan-summit-2021-berlin-process.htm
® Berlin Process. {Berlin Process | The Achievements and the Future of the Berlin Process) . W.T- 2022 4F 2
H 23 H. https://www.berlinprocess.de/en/the-achievements-and-the-future-of-the-berlin-process-40.
® Iﬁj _tijfo
® {Western Balkans-EU - International Trade in Goods Statistics) . W, T 2022 42 H 21 H.
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Western Balkans-EU - international trade in g
oods_statistics.
® Iaj:ijic
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WL BRI L 88 B B 1 R TR B E R AN R R, BN B R — BB
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SRLIRURR K T AN 0 25 v ) 5 B LA [ 5 1 R X R I A PR B T s 1)
HIR 2021 4F 10 H, BRE-PE ELR T2 fEHng SOB A /8 %2 (Brdo pri Kranju) A, 2
DUl T (fi/R£EH ) (Brdo Declaration) & 5, KRMJ7HI7E S & EH 1 RREIX T 7
IR XN R R (R, AR BELE . SO AL BUR M % &S ES T
DX PG B R T X B SRR FEBTEAR K T K 300 {ZERTI AR BRI (EIP) %
SRV BRI X R (R it L 2 LSO A T 5 1 2K T . X R 5 Jom N R B ) LA e i) 2

)]
o

W, REALZBEFAATRENHERFREBR

FESE B ZBUA A T I8 I W K ple 53 [ 45 N B TS B B 7 4 BRE TR AL
AT RLACHL, WS 7 B 7R 3 X o (SR RS s AR, E e, RS 7 B /R T3 X
[l KA AR B S — 875 FR, 878 BERT-H X SN B EL AR 1) f L, IR Y P R =
SR B, 7 BRI 5K N B AR R AN B e B A AR R R T

R K P LR Tt X B SO RO B S K — 3873 o o iR 2 KB ALR J2 T3 A2 1l 03 /=
T, £ 7Y ELR T H X SRR S VA i EBEAT 7O — SRS, a0 e R T X R
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® Brdo Declaration, declaration of the EU-Western Balkans summit, Brdo pri Kranju, 6 October 2021
B i b2 8
® POLITICO. {EU Leaders Back ‘Enlargement’ for Balkans — Just Not Anytime Soon) , 2022 4£ 3 J 6 H.
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-enlargement-balkans/.
“ POLITICO. (EU Leaders Back ‘Enlargement’ for Balkans — Just Not Anytime Soon) , 2022 43 H 6 H.
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-leaders-enlargement-balkans/.
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Yo H R AR BRI R B S . “YERCE 58 A E B O AR, BN BT R I RR
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RS 73 [ 54503 AT 3 5 BN BRI @t A AR PR BE IS 4 o ZE R 4B 4t i 3
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* Radio Free Europe. {EU Leaders Reaffirm Western Balkans' 'European Perspective,' Give No Timeline For
Accessions) , 2022 4 4 H 8 H. https://www.rferl.org/a/31495112.html
@ Kurmayer, Nikolaus J.  {Austria Tries to Force-Feed Western Balkans to EU Leaders, Biden) .
www.euractiv.com, 2022 5£ 3 H 25 H.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/austria-tries-to-force-feed-western-balkans-to-eu-leaders-bid
en/.
R ki
C CEERE R, TEEUR T RN ? ), 20194 11 A 21 B, CIEEER)
https //baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1650776324947134246&wfr=spider&for=pc.

Radio Free Europe. {EU Leaders Reaffirm Western Balkans' "European Perspective,' Give No Timeline For
Accessions) , 2022 4 4 H 8 H. https://www.rferl.org/a/31495112.html
© euronews. {Where Do Western Balkan Nations Stand with Their EU Membership Bids?) , 2021 4£ 10 H 5 H.
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2021/10/05/eu-facing-crisis-of-credibility-in-western-balkans-as-leaders-m
eet-for-regional-summit.
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® (Washingtonpost.com: Missiles Hit Chinese Embassy) , W, T 2022 42 A 23 H.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/balkans/stories/belgrade050899.htm.
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